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It has been more than a decade
since the world of wakeboarding
was rockad in the Florida Keys. In
1994 Scott Byerly and Gator
Lutgert, armed with the first twin-
tip wakeboards, want out and deci-
mated the field, winning the Warld
and National championships and, in
the process, foraver changing the
way wa ride. It's high time to return
to the ancestral grounds of modern
wakaboarding, and Tige plans to
celebrate the region's heritage with

THE TIGE US PRO-AM WILL BRING
PROGRESSION BACK TO THE FLORIDA KEYS

the biggest event of the 2005 wake-
boarding season

The Tige US Pro-Am, slated for Oct.
21-23 in Marathon in the Florida Keys, is
fior the world’s best professional and
amateur riders, opening the door 1o vir
tually every rider who anjoys compet-
ing. The pro classes include men’s and
wamen's wakeboarding as well as
wakeskating. There are amateur classes
for boys, junior men, cpen Men, Women
and wakeskating.

The gorgeous resort site of Sombrero

Indrear Performancn Savard this year, The award
Is glvan to the top pro wasren's idor on the Pro
Wakeboard Tour each venr, Friday alse won the
award in 2003 and 2004, . Tha WWA Exacitive
Board named formar pro rider Shannon
Starling 18 npwiest member. Siarling mnpst

recenthy anrved ms WWA Exsoutive Director, and
hag bagn responsiia far more thun 436 days of
grass-roats avents, wikeboord chiniss and bie
tours ower the past sight years. ., Travor
Hansen will laak 1o dafand his 2004 title when
the 2005 edition of tha Gravity Gomes H2O

returns To Pesth, Austradla, Oct, 80 In all, 24 man
and alght women will compets on tha lamoes
Swan Aiver for o ghane of tha ALID $110,000 prize.
Thare'll b planty of non-wiks action ta check o
a8 wall: feeestyle motocross, BMX, and skate and
inlina vert axhibitiona throughast the thras-dey
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THE PULSE:

BACK TO THE FUTURE

Beach will make the event a great
family getaway. Beautiful white sand
beaches, world-class snorkeling and
deap-sea fishing are just a few of the
area’s activities, This avent will also
conclude the King of Wake
Competition, which is the nine-event
World Sports and Marketing saeries
also comprising the five Pro Tour
stops, the X Games, the WWA National
Championships and the Pan American
Wakaboarding Championships, With
the parity among the riders already
evident in the 20065 season, it's going
to be a close race going into the Tigé
us Pro-Am, and a series winner likely
won't be decided until the event's
final competitars ride. This will
undaubtadly make for a dramatic con-
clusion to the 2005 pro riding seasan.
“Tige is pumpsed to have a pre-
miar event like the Tiga US Pra-Am
to showcase the quality of our
boats and bring the pro and ama-
teur wakeboarding community
together in such a unique, beautiful

location,” said Tigé CEQ Charlia
Pigeon. “We are completaly aware
this area was the zite for same his-
toric performances in the history of
wakeboarding, and wa're ready to
make some memorable moments of
our own that will continue the region’s
legacy of evolutionary riding.”

Mow in its third ingcarnation, the Tigé
US Pro-Am has a history laced with pro-
gressive formats and epic contest ven-
ues, The 2004 cantest in Kauai was the
first 1o use the now standard head-to-
head competition, and the event is
remembared as having the most spec-
tacular contest venue ever. This year's
avant is shaping up to be no different,
and rumaors of a8 brand-spanking-new
competition format could forever
change the competitive wakeboarding
scene again. Whether you're a pro or an
amaleur, or simply enjoy a good contest
environment, start planning your trip
down to Marathon to be a part of what's
sure to be a history-making event.

— JEFF BARTON

gvent. For moare information, check out
alntvicomiactionsparts. ... Young athletss from
neress (e country shawed L af the Taxhs Ski-
Aanch in Naow Broundaln, Texas, for the sscond
snnual junior Tri-X, o thres-day compatition with
Six diffarent svents. Austin Hair took home the
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52,000 overall prize aftor placing Tirst in the
wakeskating and rock-climbing comgatitions apd
third in the wakeboarding svent. For mare infa,
chetk oul fexasakiranch.com. . Fealing & Kittle
law sinca thePro Tour endod? Chack owt the
Outdoor Life Networks's coverage of tha Porland

atop Sept. 6 and 10 for 8 quick pick-me-up. Go o
prowakeboardteurcom for show timas and
updates, ... Four days remain in the NorCal
WWAA's saries of wakeaknte and slider campeti-
tlona at Lake Villa Lagos in fed Bluff, Callfamia,
The actien staris at 10 a.m. on Sapt. 17 and 18




